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CJIS Division

Careers, Criminal Justice, COVID-19, Codes, and Charity

As we continue supporting the Commonwealth of Virginia in public safety, during an unforeseen
time, we are also navigating many other changes. The 2020 Special Session |, convened August
18, 2020, introducing transformative policies for policing in Virginia that directly and

significantly affect the entire Criminal Justice Information Services Division.

In addition to our many legislative and procedural changes, we have welcomed changes in the
leadership positions that guide us through this unprecedented era in time. This year saw the
addition of Captain Matthew Patterson, Lieutenant Craig White, and Lieutenant David Ostwinkle;

joining Lieutenant Chad Rogers as we usher in widespread modifications.

Throughout all of the shifts within the year, CJIS still managed to have fun and give back by

participating in the CarMax Tacky Light Run to benefit Kids Run RVA.




CCRE

Dissemination Limitations: Misdemeanor Possession of Marijuana

On November 20, 2020, the Virginia State Police, Central Criminal Records Exchange (CCRE)
began to restrict the dissemination of §18.2-250.1 possession of marijuana information that
was reported to the CCRE with an offense date prior to July 1, 2020. Virginia law enforcement
agencies will still have access to prior possession of marijuana arrest and disposition
information for criminal justice purposes, however, the information will not be accessible for
certain non-criminal justice employment background checks or law enforcement agencies
outside of the Commonwealth of Virginia. Dissemination limitations related to §18.2-250.1
possession of marijuana can be found under §19.2-389.3 Marijuana possession; limits on
dissemination of criminal history record information; prohibited practices by employers,

educational institutions, and state and local governments; penalty.

Criminal History: Restoration of Firearm Rights

Beginning January 1, 2021 restoration of firearms rights will be reported on the criminal history
(rap sheet) as required under § 18.2-308.2 (C) Code of Virginia. Under this provision the Clerk of
the Circuit Court will forward to the Central Criminal Records Exchange (CCRE) a copy of the
firearm restoration order, a complete set of the petitioner’'s fingerprints and the Notice of
Restoration of Firearm Rights form. This information will be used to identify and record the
restoration of firearms rights on the petitioner's criminal history record. As provided in the
example below, the restoration of firearm rights notification will be located in the top portion of
the criminal history along with a caveat related to the restoration in the lower portion of the

record:

Y44 AREATORATION OF FIRERRM RIGHTS GRANTED

il L SpPESTORATION OF FIREARM RIGHTS GRANTED BY HENRICO CIRCUIT COURT
on 05/26/2020 IN ACCORDANCE WITH § 18.2-308.2 (C) CODE OF VIRGINIA. RE3TORATION OF
FIREARM RIGHTS IS8 ONLY VALID FOR VIRGINIA FELONY CONVICTIONS FRIOR TO 03/26/2020.




FTC

Record Numbers Continue

The FTC has seen an increase of 47.9% this year without accounting for December transactions.
Projections estimate a total between 725,000 to 750,000 transactions for the 2020 calendar
year. Last year’s transactions topped out at 484,550.
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SOR-SOIU

Updated Registration Statuses

July 1, 2020 brought many changes to the SOR Section, the biggest two being the change of
classification and the verification of registration information intervals. Virginia has moved to a
three tier classification from the two classifications initially implemented in 1997. Tier Ill

replaced Sexually Violent, Tier Il and Tier | replaced Sexual.

The verification of registration information interval was based on the initial registration date and
will now be based on birth month and last name. Additionally, only those classified as Tier Il or
murder will be required to reregister. Those classified as Tier Il and | will be verified in person by
SOIU. Additional information is available at this link: Sex Offender Registry Statutes.

New Forms, Less Contact

In response to

| ® SOR Registration Forms

Home > SOR Registration Forms COVI D'1 9 SO R
’
SOR REGISTRATION FORMS- THIS PAGE IS TO BE USED BY REGISTERED OFFENDERS ONLY FOR THE
PURPOSE OF DOWNLOADING REQUIRED FORMS. c I’eated flve fo rms tO

be used to update

1. Instructions For Completion and Acceptance Of Forms

2. Registration Cycle Schedule employment, SChOOI,

3. SP-236 (Sex Offender Registry Form) address, Veh|c|e

4, SP-236A

5. SP-2368 changes, and

6. SP-236C . .
re-register while

maintaining social
distancing. These forms can be completed by the offender and emailed to SOR without placing
thumbprints on the form. Since the introduction of these forms, SOR has a steep increase in

receipt of information.

Updated Regions

As of January 2021, the SOIU will now have 6 regions instead of the previous 4 regions. The

map shows the changes made. Map of new regions on the following page.



https://sex-offender.vsp.virginia.gov/sor/statutes.html
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